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Normally, our newsletters are written 
based on Ernst's latest visit to the 
village. Unfortunately, it has not been 
possible this time as Ernst got Coro-
na again immediately before his 
planned trip in early October. The 
newsletter is therefore based on old 
notes; ongoing communication, in 
some places (and pictures) from the 
ongoing contact with some of the "old 
girls" we still have (direct) contact 
with. The travel letter is written by 
Yvonne and Pierre d'Hermilly just as 
the pictures on page 6, 7 og 8 are 
theirs.  
 
Camps  
Each year we host various confer-
ences and camps for the girls. One 
of the recurring themes is health and 
hygiene. To these "camps" we invite 
doctors, nurses and paramedics and 
health professionals. We hold these 
camps to raise our girls' health 

awareness and awareness of basic 
health services that they are entitled 
to later in life. Since they come from 
different socio-economic back-
grounds, many of them may not have 
had access to basic health services 
or knowledge of the diseases they 
suffer from. We hold these camps 
twice a year. 
 
At the "camps", the girls get their 
blood pressure, blood sugar, height, 
weight, and ECG checked. At the 
most recent camp, some of the girls 
were treated for anaemia, skin infec-
tion, fever, cough and colds.  
 
We also hold a seminar on menstrual 
hygiene and handling for our big 
girls, as it is a topic, which is not suf-
ficiently recognised; and not getting 
enough attention in school. Young 
schoolgirls in India have poor 
knowledge of their menstrual cycles. 

Top: One of the girls is 
examined by a nurse 
in connection with one 
of our Camps 
 
Bottom: A doctor lis-
tens to a girl's lungs. 
Note that the stetho-
scope is put on the 
outside of the  
clothes. It is important 
that examinations are 
done "modestly" :-) 

Our Trials are not yet over 
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Child marriages 
Running a children's village with over 
100 girls is not without problems – 
especially not when it's in a country 
like India. One of our problems, which 
is amplified in times of crisis (corona 
and its consequences) is, that some 
families try to withdraw the girls – ei-
ther to use their labour or to get them 
married. Very often it is an aunt and 
uncle who have promised "our girl" 
away. We have no legal safeguards 
against this – we cannot keep a girl 
here against her families wishes.  
 
There is a very close connection be-
tween early marriages, bad health, 
early pregnancy, poor education, a 
higher increase in maternity morbidity 
and mortality, poor nutritional and 
educational outcomes for the chil-
dren. 
 
Child marriage and its harmful out-
comes do not occur in a vacuum. Ra-
ther, it is influenced by cultural fac-
tors, including social norms, poverty 
and women's education. It is because 
of the social norms that the girls' fami-
ly begins to talk about marriage as 
soon as the girls enters puberty. Pov-
erty also forces many families to get 
the girls married early, as they fear 
that the more the girl studies, the 
greater the dowry will have to be. 
They pay to get a suitable spouse for 
her. Moreover, there is not much 
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sense in spending a lot of money on a 
girls' education when the money she 
will make will belong to the man and 
his family. 
 
Studies show that around 25% of 
married women aged 18-29 years are 
married before the legal minimum age 
of 18. If you analyse the figures more 
closely, a big difference emerges be-
tween rural and urban areas. Not sur-
prisingly most child marriages take 
place in the poor rural areas. It is from 
this group our girls come from. 
  
The average age of marriage increas-
es from 17 years among women, with 
maximum 5 years of schooling to an 
average age of 22 years for those 
who have 12 years of education. Our 
mantra is education, education, and 
education. 
 
2 new homes 
We plan to build 2 new houses in 
January when the rainy season is 
over. In doing so, the village will be 
fully developed. Our little village will 
then have room for 150 girls – more 
than double of what we had originally 
planned.  
 
A  bit of manipulation 
We have a girl (about 
14 years), in English 
medium, whose dad 
contacted us to get the 
girl back home (we 
think they were plan-
ning for her to get mar-
ried). We replied that it 
could of cause be ar-
ranged, but then he had 
to first pay the money 
we had spent on her 
education back. We 
have not heard from the 
father since :-) Of 

course, we had no right to say that – or 
to get our money back, but it apparent-
ly worked. We must occasionally think 
a little outside the box ;-) 
 
We see it as our most important task 
to prevent the girls from getting mar-
ried early (our goal is that the girls are 
at the very least 23 before they get 
married) and give the girls as much 
education as possible. We therefore 
do what we can to keep the girls, but 
we can't completely avoid it. 
 
An unhappy event 
At the time of writing, a major flu epi-
demic is underway in Tamil Nadu. 
Fourteen people have died so far. 
(September 2022) When one of our 
girls gets sick (besides normal little 
things) they are either sent to the hos-
pital or home to their family. This, in 
turn, has meant that over half of our 
girls are (at the time of writing) sent 
"home". One of the girls who was sent 
home, sadly died - according to the 
information we were given, the cause 
was the flu. We are investigating the 
circumstances. In consideration of the 
girl's family we can at the moment not 
disclose any more information. Hard 
times are not yet over! 

 

Ernst is often sent pictures from the 
"old girls" who have had children 
(usually only one :-) They are often a 
bit "photoshopped". Here only with 
hearts and glasses???. Note the 
black spots - they are soot marks to 
make them uglier so Shiva doesn't 
get jealous and harm them. A bit like 
hubris and nemesis. 

Google Earth foto af vores lille landsby: vores jord er området inden for den 
blå markering. De to nye huse skal bygges i de to ”huller” i den øverste række 
af huse 

Another of our old girls, Tapti, who has completed 
her college education, is doing homework with 
some of the children from one of SJDT's other or-



Education 
We got the result of this year's exams 
at the end of August. All our girls in 
the 11th and 12th grades passed, 
including "Dansa-Dansa". She is the 
last of the "firstborn" we still have with 
us. We have known her since she 
was two years old. She has never 
been academically "sharp", so she 
has had to resit a few classes. How-
ever, if "Personal Skills" was a subject 
in school she would have received 
top grades. She is also an amazing 
unique dancer – she shines like the 
sun when she is allowed to dance. 
We will try to find a good dance 
school for her. If she hadn’t passed 
the 12th grade, it would have been 
very difficult. Unfortunately, 2 of our 
10

th
 grade girls did not pass their ex-

ams. We do not yet know whether 
they will be allowed to resit their ex-
ams or if they will have to retake a 
whole year.  
 
Travel letter 
Two of our members Yvonne and 
Pierre d'Hermilly has been visiting 
Enble for Life. Here is their travel let-
ter:  
 

We would like to share our experienc-
es from our visit to the Children's Vil-
lage in March 2022. Due to corona 
and flu, there have not been many 
visitors lately. However, we were 
lucky and were received by Brother 
Sebastian, Devibala and 87 girls.  
 
A reception we will never forget! The 
girls had prepared a dance show and 
were dressed in the most beautiful 
outfits, which one of the older girls 
had created. Another of the older girls 
had the other girls under full control 
during the performance of the pro-
gram with dance and music. After half 
an hour of dancing show, we saw 
their houses. Each house has 10 girls 
living there. The houses are built in 
solid materials and are neat and tidy. 
They have one large room, one big 
bathroom and a smaller room where 
they store personal items, school-
books, as well as the mats as they roll 
out on the floor before they go to 
sleep. 
 

The girls were very happy and excited 
to show us just their house, and in 
every house, they had devised a sur-
prise. In one house flower petals were 
thrown up in the air, whilst in another 
one there were balloons, we all had to 
send up in the air. There was general 
singing and dancing, they were so full 
of smiles and energy and loving, 
showing how nice they had done up 
their house. 

Games were then arranged. Since 
the girls are of different ages, there 
was different games so everyone 
could participate. They had a lot of 
fun, and so did we. It was really nice 
to see the older girls take care of the 
little ones. We can probably everyone 
understand it must be hard for a 5-
year-old girl to come to the Children's 
Village, despite the fact that it is a 
great place and that they get a unique 
opportunity for a better life. 
 
In the evening, there was a dance 
show that lasted for several hours. 
There was everything from classical 
dance to Bollywood dance, impres-
sive and no doubt that there is a lot of 
work behind it making it look so spec-
tacular! They changed clothes all the 
time to the different numbers, and 
they shone like little suns, you could 
see they really enjoyed performing. 
 
The next day we went with the girls to 
a nearby temple. The girls can speak 
a few words in English, but they are 
not able to make sentences so that it 
is difficult to have a real conversation 
with them. They have English at 
school, but we hope we can find a 
solution as to how they can learn to 
speak the language, as it is the lan-
guage you need to know in order to 
communicate with the rest of India. 
India has 22 official languages of 
which Hindi is the most widely spo-
ken, (about 40% of the population), 
but our girls speak Tamil and not Hin-
di. 
 
It was a great gift to be allowed to 
visit the girls, we are so grateful, and 
we hope other members of Enable for 
Life will visit them. 
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Photo series 
We are still in contact with some of the 
girls who have left us – almost exclu-
sively the girls who have exited with a 
12th grade exam (baccalaureate). The 
following 3 picture pages are pictures 
from these girls. We regret the degrad-
ed image quality – these are pictures 
taken with old Indian mobile phones 
and then sent to Ernst on WhatsApp 
which certainly is not conducive to 
quality. 

A walk to one of the local Hindu tem-
ples through the small village which 
surrounds the Children's Village. 
Everyone we meet on the road or 
those standing in their garden greets 
us kindly. We can feel that there is 
joy and respect towards our Chil-
dren's Village. 

Modern danse at the big stage . It is “pedal to the metal”. Some of the danc-
es are very modern - including this one :-) 
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One of our "old" girls has sent us these pictures of her and her husband's house and the view from here. In pictures it 
looks very charming, but it is probably a bit primitive and lonely for a Scandinavian city dweller. However, it is gratifying 
to see that it is a tiled roof. The house is located in the mountains between Kerela, and Tamil Nadu She is the only one 
of our old girls who has had more than one child. Unfortunately, she left school after 10th grade. 
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Top left. Visti (see early newsletters) and her husband have had their son tonsured - a ritual where the head is shaved 
as a sign of religious devotion or humility. It's sandalwood paste the son has smeared on his head. It is said to be anti-
bacterial and is a "holy" substance. 
Top right. After a tour of the temple. Often there are places in the temple where women are not allowed and men must 
go bare-chested 
Bottom : Tapti (see page 2) in orange doing homework with some of our girls 
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Top: The welcome dance. We were met right outside the entrance of the children's village, and with drums and danc-
ing we were led on to the courtyard where the dancing continued. It was overwhelming for us to be received in that 
way 
 
Bottom. The girls sit neatly in a row to eat, afterwards they all go and wash the dishes, then the plate is set outside 
their house. 
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Top: Play for the little girls. With your hands on your back, you have to jump up to try to eat the cake hanging high on a 
string. The adults and the big girls have at least as much fun as the little ones. 
 
Bottom: Who can walk the fastest? It is difficult to walk with a spoon in your mouth and balance a lemon, when at the 
same time you find the whole thing is so funny that you start laughing 
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Top Sack running. To the girls' undivided amusement, We (Yvonne and Pierre) also entered the competition. The girls 
were crying with laughter when “Auntie and Uncle” (a term of politeness they use when addressing anyone some hat 
older than themselves), jumped as best they could. 
 
Bottom: Goodbye and see you again, we couldn't hold back our tears. (It's not the first time this has happened to 
guests :-) 


