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Under the pandemic we have lost
about 35 girls, some of these have
become married. In return, we have
got some new, so today we have 75
girls, plus about 26 in college, or oth-
er higher education institution.

Other challenges

Modi’s populist Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment generally does not like re-
ceiving financial aid, or being criti-
cized from the outside. The Indian
government has therefore tightened
its hold on NGO’s and thrown quite a
few out of the country - especially
those who are political and critical.

For an NGO to receive money from
the outside it must meet a number of
requirements. Only when those re-
quirements are met can it apply for a
license to receive money from
abroad. The money needs to be de-
posited in a so-called FCRA (Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act) account.
All money NGOs receive from abroad
must be deposited in such account.
The approvals apply typically for 5
years.

About 6,000 NGOs have lost their
FCRA license including the huge
Oxfam IBIS. We were worried about
whether the Saint Joseph Develop-
ment Trust will stay approved as the
government did not like organizations
with a non-Hindu religious affiliation.
Fortunately, it seems that it will soon
be approved.
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Murugan, Brother Sebastian’s driver
is also a Jack of all Trades. He is
also good with a slingshot. He was
able to scare of the monkeys.

Am

onkyo the roof of one of the houses. Unfortunately, they do not stay

there. They are lightning fast and steal everything they can get near - especial-

ly food.

In practice Enable is run by the Saint
Joseph Development Trust, but the
village is actually owned by an inde-
pendent trust, Valar Valarkuzhanthai
Trust. When our approval expires in
2023, we expect it to get the approval
again without problems. Here it is an
advantage that the name of our trust
sounds Hindu and that most of the
trustees are Hindus.

House in Tranquebar

The girls who attend 10", 11", and
12" class usually stay in a hostel
across the street from their school in
Tranquebar. Here they spend almost
all of their time reading. It is particu-
larly important that they obtain their
exams as they otherwise cannot get
into college. The girls do not like living
there, as there are a lot of strict rules
for everything. But all our girls who
have been there have passed their
exam.

We would very much like to have our
own house in Tranquebar for the col-
lege girls. That way, they do not have
to live in the hostel, and they could
avoid the long transport to Tranque-

bar, and the waiting time for the bus.

That will probably cost §
between USD 115.00
and 130,000 all-
inclusive, so it is some-
thing we are saving up
for.

Monkey - business

Monkeys have become
a big one problem. Ear-
lier they came almost
exclusively in the man-
go season, but in the
recent years they have
become frequent and
unwelcome  “Guests".

Food for cooling. If left unguarded the monkeys and

because they have a strong bite,
which due to high bacterial content
can also be toxic. In addition, they
especially frighten the small girls, and
steal everything they can get near -
especially food. If they are not being
chased away, they will snatch the
food out of the hand of the girls while
sitting and eating if they get the
chance.

There are two ways to solve the prob-
lem - one is to complain to the author-
ities and have catchers put the mon-
keys in cages and drive them away.
The other is to chase them away. We
have complained several times to the
authorities, but nothing happens. It
illegal to kill them.

The girls try to chase them away with
sticks and by shouting. We tried with
slingshots, it hurts - if you hit, which
is not easy! This is probably not a
problem we will solve immediately.

Sewer
We have had problems with the drain
from the toilets in the houses. The
problem has been that the land
around the houses has settled, which
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They can be dangerous ravens will take it.
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works.

has led to broken drains, and clog-
ging. We have therefore installed a
new sewer. The plastic sewer pipes
have been replaced with steel pipes,
and a new septic tank has been made
for each house. It gives a far steeper
slant as the wastewater is no longer
let to a central septic tank. We have
now completed six houses -the re-
maining will be made later this year.

Our girls' families

Most of our girls have family. Many
times, we do not think that the girls
families want what is best for the girls.
The family often wants the girls to get
out of school after 12th grade (17-18
years) - sometimes before - to work
and get married.

Never the less, we want our girls to
get a good connection to the family,
because the family is their only safety
net when they leave us. At the same
time, the girls need to learn how an
Indian family lives and what the real
world is like, outside the protective
walls of our village.

Therefore, we encourage the girls to
visit their families on holiday, and we
also let the family visit the girls at En-
able.

However, there are girls with us who
do not have family, or never receive a
visit. To prevent they get upset when
the other girls get visits, the girls meet
with their family in the avenue imme-
diately within the gate of Enable. It is
not very hospitable especially not
when it is raining or very hot. We will
therefore make a construction with a
small semi roof and solid paving fur-
ther down the road so the girls can
meet their guests in shelter from the
sun and rain.

A little about two of our girls

Visthi and Tapti
Visthi (24) and Tapti (21) are sisters

® and have lived at Ena-
ble for Life since open-
ing in 2009.

Visthi became a nurse
(and midwife) a few
years ago. Hanne and
Ernst visited Visthi just
Y after Easter. She now
lives in a suburb of a
big city, Madurai, with
® her husband and their
son. They live in a nice
apartment - relative to

normal Indian condi-
tions - with kitchen,
living room and own
toilet (see pictures

page 4). She is not currently working,
as she looks after her child. But she
wants to start working again in 6 to 12
months. She will then receive a salary
of approximately USD 160 per month.

Tapti has just graduated from college,
where she has earned a business
degree. She is now on a typing
course, where she will learn to write
with ten fingers. At the same time,
she works as an assistant (warden) at
one of St. Joseph's other orphanages.

Their immediate family is an aunt,
and a cousin. The aunt and cousin
would very much like to rule over the
girls, and especially over the money
they make before getting married.
The aunt has also tried to prevent the
girls to get an education — she would
rather that they work and make mon-
ey for the family (read: the aunt her-
self).

When Visthi became a nurse, she
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The grass is "mowed" so it is fine for a picnic in the afternoon. It is here, a

immediately started saving up for a
future wedding. As it is the tradition,
she bought gold for her savings. She
gave the gold to the aunt for her to
arrange a marriage when Visthi was
ready.

However, Visthi found a husband her-
self, and therefore wanted to have the
gold back. Unfortunately, the aunt
kept the gold.

Visthi and Tapti have been a bit on
edge with each other for various rea-
sons. Earlier Tapti did not directly op-
pose the aunt but after the story with
the gold, the two sisters are siding
with each other, and Tapti now takes
more distance to the aunt. She is to
our great joy also beginning to con-
sider whether she should take a mas-
ter's degree - instead of getting a job
to make money for the family, as she
initially intended.

Lalita

Lalita is 15 years old and is in the
10th grade English medium. Here is
another example of the problems we
sometimes have with the families.
Lalita's father has said that he wants
her back. (to get married maybe??)
We can obviously not oppose; howev-
er, Brother Sebastian has said that he
must pay back what we have used to
pay for her English medium. We can-
not really demand that, but it has ap-
parently worked - we have not heard
back from the father for a long time.
We hope we get the opportunity to
send Lalita to college - she is a clever
girl and clearly the best at English —
though does not say that much.

little further in the background we intend to build a place for family visits.
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in the opposite corner of where the girls bathed - e»e the cover photo) there is parking space.
Here several families also settled down. The fort can be seen in the background.

Bottom: Visthi's apartment - kitchen and toilet. It may look a little dirty, but it's not. They do not share kitchen and toilet
with others. A claim from Visthi before she got married. Girls in India are increasingly demanding to have their own toi-
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Top: Behind the fort (

let. 65% of the Indians do not have their own toilet.
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Top. The bedroom looks big, but it's a visual illusion, The whole apartment is the size of a large dorm room.

Bottom Left: Th.e‘ street where Visthi’s apartment is located. Right: "the living room".
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Top The girls receive visitors. The guests are not allowed to enter the village but must sit inside the gate.

Bottom. Further down the road there is an old entrance to the area, this is where we intend to make a small, covered
area where visitors can stay.
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Top: Visiting a former warden - Renuga. Here is the house she grew up in. It's her father in the foreground He is a coolie

(day labourer), yet he managed to give both children a college education - also the daughter.

Bottom: Renuga has now gotten married (combined love-marriage and arranged) and has a child. She has moved
across the street to her husband's family home. A very nice house. They have their own bedroom. Nice conditions.
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Top For Hanne and Ernst's visit in April, a picnic was held at the playground as usual. Menu: Chicken Biryani - the fa-
vourite of all the girls (and most Indians). In the past, we bought it out in the city, but in recent years we have made it

ourselves.25 kg of rice was made - a lot of rice comes out of it once they have cooked.

Bottom: Normally we use our "steam kitchen" but when things need to be fried, it needs about 200 degrees, which is
what the steam can deliver. We have a gas "stove", but gas is expensive, so they often prefer to use open fire instead.
We'll have that changed in future.




