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As we wrote in our latest newsletter, 
Enables children's village was almost 
closed by the authorities in the spring 
of 2020 due to Covid 19. Even girls 
who had no family were sent back as 
long as we knew the village they 
came from. 
 
However, we were allowed to keep 
the girls who had no family at all and 
where we did not know where they 
came from. That meant we had 20 
girls left with us all of different ages. 
 
Now, fortunately, the time has come 
for the girls to return to Enable for 
Life. The 9th to 12th grade girls came 
back in September. The smaller girls 
were due to arrive during November, 
but all have not yet returned due to 

very heavy rain in the area. 
 
Unfortunately, not all girls are return-
ing to Enable after the shutdown. 
There are some who have disap-
peared, some who stay with family, 
and a few have been married. We 
have 65 girls left in different age 
groups. We expect to admit a further 
35 girls, primarily smaller girls, in the 
group 1st to 8th grade, so that we 
end up with  a total of approx. 100 
girls before the year is over. 
 
Of course, it will require a greater 
effort to get all the girls back in place 
after the shutdown. But we are very 
happy to be able to work again to 
give the girls a good life for the bene-
fit of themselves and society. 

 

Top: The new 
girls on the right 
and companions 
on the left. 
 
Bottom: The new 
girls with their 
companions are 
queuing up to be 
given emergency 
rations. See also 
the pictures on 
pages 3, 4. 
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Visit 
Due to Corona, it has not been possi-
ble for us to visit Enable for Life since 
January 2020. In October, however, 
we finally managed to visit. 
 
While we were there, we had invited 
the girls to visit with their family be-
fore they could come back again. We 
had also invited the "new" girls. The 
girls came with one or more members 
of their family, or people from the 
family they had lived with. There was 
a sea of people - when there were 
most, there were approx. 80 people. 
 
We were also visited by most of our 
older girls who are either going to col-
lege or are graduating and have start-
ed families. Many of them had trav-
elled far to visit. 
 
We handed out two bags with emer-
gency rations to those that came. 
This is something we have done dur-
ing Corona, to ensure the girls well-
being. The emergency rations have 
also made it easier for us to continue 
the contact to the girls, and we can 
see that this is much need.  
 
We invited them to a lunch, which we 
had bought from outside.  There were 
so many people that  
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that we twice had to go out to pick up 
new supplies. 
 
Several of the girls would very much 
like to stay and a single girl was very 
sad to have to go back. Unfortunately, 
we could not keep them, as the au-
thorities had decided that the smaller 
girls could not return until after 1 No-
vember. 
 
The last of the first 
There is only one girl (Rukmini) of the 
first "batch" left in the children's vil-
lage (she had to take a class) 

Rukmini is a fantastic 
dancer (the one the 
other girls watch when 
they cannot quite re-
member the steps or 
follow the rhythm.  
Rukmini always danc-
es in the middle and 
always has the most 
difficult roles and can - 
if she passes the 12th 
grade exam - get into 
one of the good dance 
schools. She would like 
to do that. 
 
Our girls at college: 
We have approx. 40 
girls who have either 
started an education or 
have finished it. We 
currently have around. 
20 girls in college 
(including nursing 
school), 5 under-other 
education. Approx. 15 
have finished college 
and are either at work 
or at home caring for a 
child. Of all the educa-
tions, nursing is clearly 
the education that 
gives the girls the best 

chances of getting a good job. The 
nurses are also the ones who are 
most satisfied after graduating. Inci-
dentally, they are also the ones who 
are becoming best at English be-
cause they learn to speak English 
through their studies. In school, unfor-
tunately, students only learn to write 
English. 
 
Alternative to college 
We have had trouble finding educa-
tion for the girls who cannot pass the 
12th grade exam. We have luckily 
found a place that the girls are very 
happy with. In fact, so happy that 
some of the girls who could easily 
manage college have also asked to 
be allowed to go there as well.  
 
It is two (Catholic) sisters who have 
tailor-made their own education. The 
two sisters live and eat with the girls. 
There are a total of 25 girls with the 
sisters. The girls are never scolded. If 
they do something they are not al-
lowed to do, one of the sisters talks to 
them and explains to them why they 
did something wrong. It is very differ-
ent from the way children are usually 
treated in schools in India. 
 
The girls learn cooking, sewing and 
dancing - as well as karate! After a 
year, they make money by sewing for 
others, and by doing dance perfor-
mances. The girls who have lived with 
the sisters for more than a year teach 
the others. 
 
One of our girls, Ruth Leena, is in her 
third year with the sisters. She has 
been paying for her own stay and tui-
tion since she began her sophomore 
year. In addition, after the first year 
she has saved op approx. USD 128. 
Previously, she was a little pressured 

The lunch was delicious chicken, vegetables rice, gravy and raita (yogurt with 
onions). It was an good restaurant worthy. Price USD 0.75  

 

A grandmother got up and complained loudly that 
we were not allowed to take the girls back until No-
vember 1st. 



about not being able to do well in 
school, but she is now very happy 
and proud that she is able to fend for 
herself, and over having saved so 
much money up. 
 
our senior girls 
Varsha is a trained nurse and she 
works in a private hospital in a ward 
with Corona patients. 
 
She walks around daily wearing pro-
tective equipment, which provides 
very unpleasant working conditions, 
especially when the temperature is 
above 36 degrees. For that reason, 
she has had her working hours re-
duced to seven hours a day, six days 
a week, and she receives a large sup-
plement (according to Indian condi-
tions) of USD 50 Her basic salary is 
USD 114 per month. 
 
Varsha is happy with her job and says 
she does not want to get married for 
the time being. 
 
Varsha has a little sister who has nev-
er lived with us. She has just started 
nursing school. Varsha pays for her 
little sister's studies. Money with mile-
age. 
 
Tapti, who is a trained nurse and mid-
wife, has married a man of her choice 
(love marriage). Her husband, child, 
husband's uncle and aunt also came 
to visit our event. They live far from 
Enable Life, so they had travelled all 
night, very impressive. It was great to 
see her with the family who were very 
sweet and friendly. The uncle and 
aunt, who do not have children them-

selves, have adopted Tapti and her 
husband as their own. Tapti said she 
would start working again in a little 
over a year when the child is between 
1½ and 2 years old. 
 
Lakshmi and Vishti 
Lakshmi has been with us since we 
opened in 2009. She is a very sweet 
and gifted girl. Lakshmi is the eldest 
of nine children. Her father drinks, 
and does not take care of the family. 
A couple of her siblings are malnour-
ished. 
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Lakshmi is the one of our girls who 
has got the best exam results after 
12th grade. She has just finished col-
lege (B.B.A. Bachelor of Business 
Administration). She has been offered 
to continue on to university as she is 
very skilled. Unfortunately, she does 
not want that. She would rather have 
a job so she can take care of her fam-
ily, which is expected according to 
Indian tradition. 
 
Vishti (who is little sister to Tapti) has 
also been with us since we opened. 
She has just completed her B. Com 
(Bachelor of Commerce). 
 
Vishti does not have such a large 
family. She therefore does not have 
exactly the same obligations as Lak-
shmi, but still she feels that she has 
to take care of the family, and there-
fore will not continue at the university, 
even though she is suitable for it. 
 
It is difficult for us westerners to un-
derstand that the girls think they have 
to take care of the families who did 
not take care of them when they were 
little. 
 
We have now made a compromise 
with both girls that they start as war-
dens with us (i.e. they take care of the 
girls at Enable) at the same time as 
they take a computer course. Then 
we hope that this summer we can 
inspire them to some more education 
 
The two girls each receive USD 128 

Varsha has come to visit. The younger girls rush to greet her 

Tapti (right) with her new family  



plus board and lodging per month for 
working with us. All the money is 
saved up. Both girls do a very nice 
job with us. 
 
Cell phones 
A few years ago, only a few of the 
college girls had cell phones. That 
has changed - now almost all college 
girls have cell phones and they use 
them diligently. Mostly for WhatsApp 
(which are free when there is a Wi-Fi 
connection). It is certainly not iPhones 
or Samsung, but older Indian models, 
usually with more or less cracked 
screens. 
 
Incidentally, it is quite cheap to talk on 

mobile phone in India. It costs approx. 

USD 0.0075 per minute to call - any-

where in India.  

By the way, we now also have Wi-Fi 
installed on Enable for Life.  
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At the top, Lakshmi with the little girl 
(see page 5) who has just been given 
her emergency supplies - her com-
panion did  not want be photo-
graphed.  
 
Bottom: Some of the new girls with 
companions are waiting inside the 
gate to be allowed to enter the  com-
pound. 
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Top: A girl, Danu begged Devibala to be allowed to stay. We were not allowed to let them in until November 1st so 
Danu was a little sad. The mother who was with her has "mental problems", but seemed very sweet. 
 

Bottom - A selection of the new girls who came to visit. Devibala talks to a little girl. She is 8 years old, but is the size 
of a 5 year old due to malnutrition. She was accompanied by a "neighbour". It is uncertain whether she has any known 
family.  
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Top. As part of Ayudha Puja (worship of instruments), "things" are decorated with, among other things, sandalwood 
paste. 
 

Bottom: Brother Sebastian's driver (and by the way jack of all trades) decorates "his" newly washed car.  
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Top: left: Devibala with slingshot. It is good for chasing ravens, rats and dogs away. 
 

Top right: Saraswati has entered music college - vocals and violin. She is a talented singer and has a great voice. How-
ever, it will probably take a few years before she could also perform with the violin. Notice the small ochre-coloured 
“stains” - it is sandalwood paste that put on in connection with a Hindu festival - see pictures page 6. To the music ex-
pert — yes, she has been told that she must keep the violin like this the first year?? 
 

Bottom: Getting ready for the finals in sack races.  
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Top: Fish soup is made - fish curry. It is a Michelin restaurant worthy. It's commendable — Yes, it's an invitation. 
 

Bottom: Ernst has just been invited to a wedding (arranged marriage) by one of our college girls. It's the younger sister 
to the left in the picture. She also goes to college. The front of the invitation is inserted in the picture.  


