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old Indian mobile phones, and are
therefore of somewhat lower quality
than usual.

Covid 19 and India

The Covid 19 pandemic in India
peaked in September 2020 with al-
most 100,000 infected and almost
1,200 dead a day. In February 2021,
the infection was down to almost
11,000 a day and the death toll to
almost 100 a day. India has almost
1,400,000,000 inhabitants.

If you were to compare with Danish
conditions, this would correspond to
the number of new daily infections in
Denmark being down to 35. Doctors
and researchers are very much won-
dering why the curve broke. Flock
immunity and the young population
can be explanations.

Unfortunately, another wave has
come (so herd immunity was probably
not the answer). At the time of writing,
there are over 400,000 infected a day
and the number of infected increases
almost daily.

Right now, India has a relatively ef-
fective vaccination program. India
already produces approx. 60% of all
vaccines in the world and is thus the
world's largest vaccine manufacturer.

Covid-19 has affected the general
population, but it has particularly af-
fected the weak and poor, including
children. The poor families lost their
livelihoods. Children lost their school-
ing and leisure and thus their devel-
opment of skills, and social skills for
example through play and sports.

Cyclones and economy
As if the effects of Covid 19 were not
enough,

there have been two cy-

Long live WhatsApp. Brother Sebastian has "called" Ernst. It
gives rise to a lot of shouting and screaming and a chorus of

"How are you uncle"

We're starting to keep goats. Mostly for entertainment and employment for the

few qirls left. The goats must be well taken care of so that they do not run
loose in the area — they "cut" everything down to a height of 1.5 meters. They
are omnivorous. The woman in the brown "nighty" is Devibala.

clones this fall, Nivar and Burevi.
They struck Tamil Nadu, destroying
the livelihoods of the poor. Nivar went
ashore 125 km north of our small vil-
lage and cause ravage at the end of
November 2020. The cyclone de-
stroyed for 3.8 billion kroner. Just a
week later, Burevi ravaged. In that
connection came heavy rain, and
consequent violent floods. Our small
children's village did not suffer much
damage, but the floods hit the poor
hard. They destroyed the electricity
supply, homes, and many crops. The
poor, who most often borrow money
from banks and microfinance institu-
tions, have not been able to pay their
loans back.

The farmers
have begged
the govern-
ment for help
packets (to
be given in
conjunction

with Covid
1 19), but they
do not come.
Many  have
been fired
during the
long shut-
down. How-
ever, a num-
ber of compa-
nies have
started to reo-
pen, but there

is no new employment. That is why
many live in poverty and despair.

The girls' lives

As described, most of our girls were
sent “home” by the authorities be-
cause of Covid 19. This meant that
they had to live with close or distant
relatives in the villages they came
from. In many cases in difficult condi-
tions, where they suddenly had to live
close to people they did not know well
or not at all. In some cases where the
girls did not have known relatives,
they have had to live with more or
less random people.

As in Denmark, the schools have
been closed. It has forced many
young girls to leave school altogether
to get married off. That way, there is
one mouth less to feed. There have
also been cases of suicide among
divorced girls. We have also feared
that our girls would be married off, but
at the moment there is only one who
has been married and had a child -
even worse at a much too early age
and without education Such a
shame !l

Support for families under Covid

Enable has (through the St. Joseph
Foundation) made sure that the fami-
lies the girls live with have received
monthly supplies of relief. This has
also helped prevent the girls from be-
ing married off and having a tolerable
life. The families have said that more
than ever before, they realize the val-
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Vani has been married and had a child. Too early. She should have finished her

school and education. The woman on the right is Anushiya

ue of the life and the future we are
able to offer the girls. They all ex-
press unanimous admiration and ap-
preciation for our work. (A little too
much self-praise, but the families give
constant expression to this).

Schooling

The schoolgirls in 10th, 11th and 12th
grade started school again at the end
of January. In February, the rest of
the girls were allowed to start again.
However, it was a short-lived.

We are very nervous about what the
closure has meant for the girls' in-
volvement in their school and educa-
tion. When Brother Sebastian (while
the schools were still open) visited the
10th and 12th grade girls who live in a
hostel by the school (so they have
more time to read homework) several
of them were bored of being there .
Their teachers are tough, the food is
not good, and now they have gotten
used to being away from school for a
while. We are afraid that they there-
fore do not want to continue their
schooling. Unfortunately, they are
happy to hear that some of their
classmates got married during the
shutdown. However, several of them
were also shocked that some of their
classmates had committed suicide
because of love affairs. There were
quite a few of their classmates who
came back during the reopening.

We have started to look at whether it
is possible to build a house only for
the senior girls (10th, 11th and 12th
grade as well as college). Ideally, we
would rent a house for them in
Tranquebar. It will give them more
freedom, while we can ensure proper
conditions, and good (according to
Indian conditions) food. Unfortunately,
it is rather complicated, but it will
probably succeed at some point.

4
" alistic demands, in addition to

Enable after reopening
Enable will face many new
problems after reopening. Our
main focus will shift from edu-

cation to health aspects. We
' need to ensure that children
wear masks, use disinfectant
often, and keep social distance.
Our major concern is that chil-
dren are carriers of Covid-19
without any symptoms. Schools
and classrooms are so con-
gested and crowded that it is
impossible to follow any social
distance here. They can easily
pick up infections from a few
Covid-infected children without
symptoms, and the infections
* can spread like wildfire, espe-
cially if the English mutation
catches on.

| Another problem that we antici-
pate is the government's inter-
ference with new forms of unre-

those they have already made
to us. Demands that zealously
will be followed up by the offi-
cials. It can become a serious threat
to us, and give us constant problems.
In addition, the government may also
come out with even more demands,
which could lead to endless paper-
work and handling of the government
bureaucracy.

What bothers us the most at the mo-
ment is that the girls need to have a
proof indicating their caste. It is very
difficult to get hold of - especially for

Emergency supplies are distributed. It is usually the women who show up.
There is probably nothing strange about that. Our contacts often go through

SJDT’s women’s groups.
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the girls who do not have any parents
and grandparents. It is not so prob-
lematic for the girls where we have
custody (about 20 girls).

Although this newsletter contains
some gloomy news, there is light
ahead. First of all, the girls are slowly
starting to return and many of them
are very happy about that. As men-
tioned, the girls' families have also
become more positive about our ef-
forts. At the same time, we have the
good network in the villages because
of our work. It can help us with the
officials and their many demands.

A little about some of our girls

Jaya (17) has been with us since
2009 . She is not so bookish and she
is a little too open-mouthed for Indian
conditions. Unfortunately, Jaya failed
her 10th grade exam in 2019, and
had to sit 10th grade again. Due to
the Corona shutdown, most of the
exams were cancelled in 2020, and
all students from 10th grade were
promoted to 11th grade without grad-
uation. The school, which is one of
the best in the area, cares a lot about
their reputation (good upbringing,
high pass rate and high exam
grades). The sisters therefore would
not let Jaya continue in 11th grade as
they were not sure she would pass.
Brother Sebastian therefore had to
use slightly harsher means. He told
the sisters that he would pull all of our
girls out (about 100 girls in total at
their two schools) and put them at
another school. The little trick worked
on the sisters. Jaya has been admit-
ted. Jaya's abilities are not on the ac-
ademic level, but she is a fantastic
dancer. We hope to be able to find a
dance-related education for her, but
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retouched. This time even with stars - very "Indian".

nearly all require the 12th grade exam
so it's a bit of an uphill struggle.

Tapti and her new fémily held a big Valaikappu (baby shbwer). Note that they

eat on palm leaves. This is only done on very fine occasions. The women are
always nicely dressed for "events". - men very seldom.

Tapti is the first of our girls who is
finished with her education. She has
had the four-year nursing and mid-
wifing education. It is the best nursing
education one can get in India. Tapti
(Christian) got married last year (to a
Hindu) and just had a baby. She is
very happy. (She often writes with
Ernst on WhatsApp).

Adaya, a very gifted girl, has unfortu-
nately been evicted from college.
She now works at a garment factory.
However, she seems happy enough.
See the pictures on the next page.

Facts:
Valaikappu is a Hindu ritual per-
formed to celebrate the expectant

. mother, ensure protection from the

evil eye and offer a safe pregnancy
and birth by inviting the elements and
gods of the earth to give their bless-
ings to the expectant mother
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Above: Adaya at the factory. Talking to her she actually seems very satisfied. We're trying to find a college that will
accept her, but it's not easy. It will probably succeed in the end. She must have an education.

Bottom - 4 of our college girls. From left Bani who is studying B. B. A. (Bachelor of Business Administration). Deepa is
studying B. Com (Bachelor of Commerce - a general business education), Shyla is studying B. B. A. and Kritiden is a
two-year nursing education.
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Both images: The damage caused by Nivar. It only affected a single board on the assembly house The houses are solid-

ly built according to Indian standards.
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Above. Burevi brought "a lot" - a lot of water with it. It caused a small damage inside the assembly house where a stucco

came loose when it rained in through the ventilation openings in the attic.

Bottom: Burevi filled the surrounding fields (where we have now planted trees) so that the water stood up to the edge of

the raised area the houses are located on. (+ 90 cm). There will probably be no problems with the water supply this
summer :-
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Above: Our oldest glrls approx half are college g|rls Some of the few we stlll have with us.

Bottom: Tapti in church with her husband. Her husband is Hindu and Tapti Kristen. No problem, Hindus often say: Jesus
was a good guy - he was good to the poor :-)
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