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Joselin

First a very sad piece of news. On
August 16, 2020, Joselin - the su-
preme head of all St. Joseph Founda-
tion Orphanages including ours -
passed away. She died of heart dis-
ease at the age of 63. Joselin was an
inspirational human, with a huge gen-
erosity of spirit. Her death is a very
big loss for everyone, but the biggest
loss is for the many children she has
taken care of - especially the young-
est.

Corona in India

When India's Prime Minister Narendra
Modi shut down India, millions of peo-
ple became unemployed overnight.
The roads were quickly filled with
people on their way home to the vil-
lage they originally came from. Bus
and train operations had also
stopped, so even though few could
afford a ticket, "home" they had to
walk,

Words cannot fully describe the prob-
lem as vividly as the media images
showing thousands of young children
as well as young and old people walk-
ing hundreds or in few cases thou-
sands of miles on the roads to reach
their original home village. Young
children and the elderly died on the
side of the road due to exhaustion,
and a lack of food and drink.

In the past, the villages were places
people moved from to go to the cities
where they could earn a living. Due to
the Covid-19, they have now sudden-
ly returned. Rural India is poor and
has only poor education, poor infra-
structure, poor health care, and a loss
-making agriculture.

before their distribution.

We have been out with supplies for Vishti, and Lakshmi who both go to col-
lege. Lakshmi suffers a bit with health issues, but we are not allowed by the
family to take her to the doctor (due to local superstition).

On top of this, food prices have risen
sharply. The reason is that goods can
no longer be transported freely, and
this also means that food rots before
it arrives. Thus, farmers lose their
income. Agriculture, which is the
backbone of the Indian economy in
rural areas, is not working at all. The
many day labours is and will be made
unemployed and the owners of small
shops will not be able to sell the few
goods they can get their hands on
either. This chain of breakdowns
leads to a shortage of food and prices
are rising at an alarming rate.
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Brother Sebastian with s“o.r-ﬁétof the emergehlcy supplies assembled together

It is especially the poor who are hit
very hard regarding their own liveli-
hoods and health. Poor nutrition leads
to susceptibility to disease, and in this
situation, lack of money for treatment
will definitely cost many people their
lives.

Unfortunately, there is no sign that
the pandemic is about to subside.
Almost every day new records are
broken in the number of infected. For-
tunately, the number of deaths does
not appear to be rising. At the time of
writing, there are approx. 1,000
deaths daily, and approx. 90,000 new
infected - and in addition a large num-
ber of unreported cases.

Corona and Enable

The Indian authorities decided to
close all orphanages and send the
children "home". This also applied to
Enable. The thought behind this deci-
sion is difficult to understand. We ex-
plained to the authorities that the girls
were with us precisely because they
had no home. The Indian authorities
announced that then we had to send
them back to family or anyone related
to them. The children who had no
family we also had to send back to
the village they originally came from.
Left at the end of that process were
approx. 20 girls who we do not know
where they had come from. We were
allowed to keep them, and they are all
healthy.
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The girls who were sent “home”
We would very much like to help our
girls who have been sent “home”.
They live in difficult conditions in poor
families where there is not enough
food. However, due to the fact that no
one is allowed to travel freely, it has
been difficult to stay in contact. On
September 1, the corona restrictions
were eased a bit in our region, (Tamil
Nadu). It is now legal to travel from
district to district. This means that we
can now come up with emergency
supplies for our girls and the families
they live with. We have therefore be-
gun the second round of the distribu-
tion of emergency supplies. We plan
to continue these supplies until our
girls have returned back to us.

It is difficult to communicate with
these girls. They do not have mobile
phones, and often we do not know
exactly where they live. Fortunately,
we still have some contact with most
of them, with the help of the self-help
and women's groups our partner St
Joseph Development Trust (SJDT)
supports. They are scattered around
the villages in the areas where our
girls are originally from.

The families they live with have a
very hard time because they belong
to the 70% of India's population who
work outside the formal occupations.
They are often day labourers and
work in agriculture and related activi-
ties. That is why many of them are
out of work. At the same time, the

o
In September, we distributed the second food package to the families who are
now caring for the girls who normally live with us. Here are nine of the new
girls and their host families who have received the help packages. The help
packages must last a month and cost approx. USD 10. The second man from
the left is Sussai (Brother Sebastian's brother). The woman on the right is
Anushiya and the woman on the far right is Malar who is one of our wardens.

prices of groceries, as mentioned,
have risen sharply.

It is very difficult to suddenly have an
extra mouth to feed. We would like to
hand out necessities to the families
who house our girls but due to travel
restrictions it has been difficult. How-
ever, we have now managed to reach
out to most of the girls. We have also
started making cash transfers directly
to the families' accounts. But collect-
ing account numbers and verifying
them is a cumbersome and time con-
suming task. Moreover, many of the
families do not have a bank account
at all.

There is a lot of free time for the approx. 20

The girls at Enable

The girls who have stayed at Enable
are kept busy with homework. In addi-
tion, they watch TV, especially mov-
ies and series, and the they diligently
use Enable for Life's small library.
Still, they are bored and are very dis-
appointed that they cannot go to
school, and above all, that they can-
not meet their friends. The sent
“home" girls, because of the lack of
schooling (no - there is no such thing
as online tuition) spend their time
helping with the household, taking
care of small children, washing
clothes and other domestic chores.

School

Many questions run through the
heads of all our girls, for example:
‘Will | be in the next class after the
summer holidays? When does school
start again? Do | get the same teach-
ers who taught us last year? Am |
going to have an exam in the subjects
that had the exams cancelled? ”

The public exams for 10th, 11th and
12th grade were scheduled to take
place in the month of March. For 11th
and 12th grade, all exams were com-
pleted before the shutdown began -
except one. 10th exam was about to
start. Authorities announced that all
children up to and including 9th grade
will automatically advance to the next
grade, and that 10th, 11th, and 12th
grade students should take the rest of
their exams in June. However, the
exams were cancelled and all the
children were promoted to the next
class based on the exams they had
already managed to take.

girls left here at the orphanage.

Here are some of the girls out in the plantation collecting coconuts.
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After being away for many months
without school, it becomes a big chal-
lenge when the girls can return to En-
able. School discipline will be a big
challenge for our girls and we have to
tackle this when the time comes.

In conversations we have had with
the girls, several of the oldest girls
express that they - even though they
have missed school (or perhaps more
accurately, their friends) - have now
lost interest in studies. Their main
occupation is, in addition to many
household duties, (which boys obvi-
ously do not have) to watch TV and
videos.

Our girls are mostly first generation in
their family who have ever gone to
school. Once they lose interest in
studies, it is very difficult to motivate
them - they get no support from the
family, who often would rather have
them married off, to avoid having to
take care of them. We will have to
spend a lot of time and effort motivat-
ing the families and girls to return to
school and studies.

Covid-19

Another big challenge when the girls
return will be to protect them from
being infected with Corona at school,
and then take the infection home to
Enable. The school the girls go to is,
like most other schools, crowded and
the students sit very close. Some of
our girls attend classes with 70 stu-
dents who are stuffed into the class-
room like sardines in a barrel. In addi-
tion, the girls in the school come from
a large area, with the consequent risk
of spreading the disease further. How
the authorities will handle this is un-
clear. Schools have no way of moni-
toring infection status. So there is a
high risk that the infection may contin-

manent position.
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The girls sleep close together at night, so if Covid-19 arrives, it will spread
quickly. The picture is from 2009.

ue to spread like wild-
fire. We need to make
an extraordinary effort
to prevent our children
from becoming infect-
ed.

]

od B &
3

Until now, we have
been responsible for
the girls receiving shel-
ter, nutrition and edu- §
cation. Now we also
have a very big respon-
sibility to protect the
girls from Covid-19.

The authorities have
not yet come up with
new guidelines for the
management of or-
phanages. We also do
not know when the girls
may return home to us
or when the schools
will open.
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Wedding picture of Tapti. Click on the picture to see a

short video clip - unfortunately some of the video is
blurry.

A little good story

One of our girls, 23-year-old Tapti,
who was trained as a midwife and
nurse, got married in mid-July. The
marriage was not arranged and she
has not received any dowry. They
are from the same "low" caste, she
is a Christian and he is a Hindu. Her
husband is employed by the rail-
road. She is pregnant and very hap-

py.

Tapti and her little sister, (who goes
to college and is studying a trade
education) were on the first team of
girls who came to us, and have been
with us since 2009.
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'should be a good per-


http://www.enable.dk/tapti-wedding-video/
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Top: Joselin with a little girl. She loved children - especially the little ones. One could see this very clearly in her gaze.
The picture is from 2008

Bottom - Joselin doing some paperwork. The mats she sits on are the same as the girls sleep on at night - no sheets

or blankets. The picture is from 2009
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Top: Our 12th class girls. Everyone has started
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college.."l'hét 'is, they can start C‘ol'leg he they reopen "after" Covid-

Bottom A very unusual sight. This is the first time the photographer has seen rain in Tamil Nadu in January. Incidentally,
water supplies are currently fine. Last rainy season in November / December 2019 yielded a good amount of rain.
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Top: Tapti in the foreground comes to powder the face (to look fairer). The girl behind on the right is little sister Vishti,
who today goes on college (B. Com). The picture is from 2009.

Bottom: Tapti as a nurse. The photographer (not Ernst) has apparently given Tapti's skin colour an adjustment via Pho-

toshop (which is very common). The picture is from 2019.
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Top West: Tapti with a new-born girl she was a midwife for - probably the first.
Top right: Tapti on the right brushes her teeth. And yes, they have got toothbrushes. The picture is from 2009.

Bottom: A picture from happier days. Hanne (her light hair can be faintly seen in the middle) shows pictures from Den-
mark and tells stories from here. Especially the big girls are very interested.




