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Devibala is Brother Sebastian's sec-
retary and right-hand man. She is
extremely knowledgeable about the
girls and their background and has a
strong grasp on everything that goes
on. The little girls call her and Joselin
for Am-ma - mom.

A new chief warden must be found,
as the former warden did not demon-
strate enough clout.

Shanmugavalli - who has been men-
tioned in previous newsletters - has
tragically died in a traffic accident.
Shanmugavalli was en route to the
hospital with her husband and two
girls from Enable for Life. They were
riding a scooty (moped). Her husband
was driving and Shanmugavalli was
sitting in the back. At a crossroads,
they were hit by a large truck.
Shanmugavalli died on the spot. The
others suffered minor injuries.

Shanmugavalli had been with us for
many years, she was a highly valued
employee and her death is a great
loss to us all.

Cell phones

Modern technology, in this case mo-
bile phones, is a challenge. In India,
"good" girls are not meant to have cell
phones, and last year, only one of the
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college girls admitted to possessing a
cell phone. The girl, Tapti, was a
grown-up and well-trained nurse at
the time. This year, things have
changed, and all of the fellow college
students now admit that they have a
mobile phone. Even the college girls
who still live at Enable for Life know
how a smart phone works, so even if
they do not have a phone them-
selves, it is clear that they have expe-

s rience with the use of
mobile phones.

s Brother Sebastian is very
concerned about the use
%' of mobiles and the ability
g for the girls to go online

and possibly find
M "inappropriate” material.
= If it happened, and if it
- came out publicly, it
could potentially harm
Enable for Life signifi-
; cantly. After mature delib-
¢ eration, Brother Sebas-
4. tian has decided that the
w| best tactic is to act as if
* we do not know anything,
so it could therefore not
be our fault, if things go
wrong.

, Despite owning the cell
' phones, the girls had vir-
tually no communication
amongst themselves, and
. did not have each other's
= telephone numbers.
- Ernst created a
- WhatsApp group for the
girls and boy did that get
the communication un-
derway !! Devibala and

Thareni also wanted to join the group,
and Ernst warned the girls about this,
and the girls created a new group
where they are without adult supervi-
sion ,so that Hanne and Ernst are not
included in the group.

Ernst has suggested that the college
girls living at home get a phone with-
out an internet connection, so it is
possible to get in touch with them.
Such a phone will cost about USD 10,
but the risk is that they will also be
able to use the telephone to get in
touch with boys.

Shopping

When Ernst and Hanne visit, they
always give the girls a small sum of
money, so they can buy some fun
things such as, earrings, combs, ban-
gles and a lot of other junk. As usual,
the primary school girls received USD
6 and the secondary school girls USD
8. Devibala decided that none of the
girls were allowed to buy for more
than USD 1.5 in unnecessary items -
the rest had to be spent on sensible
things like for example clothing and
toiletries.

The shopping trip went to Mayiladu-
thurai, where there is a good shop-
ping street that the girls love. Further-
more, there is a clothing store with a
very friendly proprietor who gives us
50% on all goods. This time the girls
bought fabric for new dresses. A local
tailor then sews the dresses. It actual-
ly costs the same as ready-made
dresses, but they fit better - one size
does NOT fit all.
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Lunch in a restaurant Front left Lakshmi) To the right Thareni and Brother Se-
bastian. Note that it is eaten on palm leaves - as you do on special occasions.

After the shopping trip, Ernst invited
the staff to a restaurant. There is a
fantastic local restaurant a few kilo-
metres from Enable for Life. There
are no tourists, so the food ,besides
being authentic and not modified to a
western tongue, is very cheap. Laksh-
mi, Visti and Saranya were also in-
cluded as they are considered war-
dens as mentioned earlier. Obviously,
the three girls enjoyed the situation,
as they felt that they were regarded
as adults.

We were 13 people at the restaurant
so we spent a lot! A whole USD 53 -
total !! The sodas were the most ex-
pensive item.

Transportation

Transport to and from school remains
a major problem , primarily because
of the cost. The bus we use is big
enough for all the kids and in good
condition, but it is expensive. We
spend over DKK 83,000 a year on
this item, corresponding to approx.
DKK 800 per year per girl - our larg-
est single expense. The amount cor-
responds to 20% of the operating
costs. We are trying to find another
solution, but this will not be relevant
until the following year as we have a
signed contract.

Road safety
Compared to life outside Enable for
Life and SJDT's other orphanages,

life in the orphanage is very safe and
protected, perhaps too protected. To
get to the school bus in the morning,
the girls walk a short distance from a
road where in practice there are no
cars, and at school they are put off
and picked up again at the gate. The
down side of this is that the girls do
not learn how to behave in normal
traffic, which recently almost cost a
girl from another orphanage her life.
Brother Sebastian was accused of not
protecting the girls well enough, but it
is a very difficult balance both to look
after them and at the same time teach

The school bus carrying‘the girls to school is parked in the‘ nrearbyAviIIag.e

-Thiruvidakazhi when not in service.

them to engage in the community out-
side the children's home.

College

Brother Sebastian wants the girls to
finish college after graduation and
then work for two years to learn what
the real and unprotected world looks
like. Then they can take a wide-
ranging education, for example at a
university. We do not necessarily
share that view.

Girls who ought to attend college
Mahakali and Brahmani were kicked
out of their college when they had an
affair with a boy, so they now work at
a clothing factory 12 hours a day, 7
days a week. Saraswati's family does
not think education is needed, as she
will be married anyway. In the mean-
time, she can earn money for the
family, which is why she works in a
shop where she puts items on the
shelves, 14 hours a day, 7 days a
week. To put it mildly, they are not
happy! Saraswati makes USD 57 a
month (all of which is handed over to
the family), Mahakali and Brahmani
make USD 125 a month.

By comparison, Tapti, who got an
education, makes USD 165 a month
as a nurse, plus food and lodging.
She works 10-12 hours a day and has
a weekly day off. She is very happy
with her job and feels that she earns
well.

Brahmani, who has worked the long-
est at the garment factory, has begun
to have lung problems because of the
dust.

TARRITT Ty
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Two mothers V|S|t|ng thelr girls. They are not allowed inside but have to sit at

the gate. It is Deepa og Deepika left.

We are trying to find a college that will
accept Mahakali and Brahmani, and
Devibala is working to get Saraswati's
family to allow her some kind of edu-
cation.

Deepa - Deepika

Deepa and Deepika are two charming
and well-gifted girls who came to us a
few years ago. We have a reasonable
cooperation with the mother. The fa-
ther on the other hand drinks and
seems most interested in his own fi-
nancial gain.

As mentioned before, we always give
the little girls a small amount when we
visit, which we have been doing for
10 years, so the girls know it is hap-
pening and proudly tell it to their fami-
lies. A few days before our last visit,
the father called the manager to com-
plain that we never send the girls
home on holiday - the purpose of
keeping the girls supposedly was to
withdraw money from the crazy for-
eigners who just hand out money left
and right. The father was told that he
was then welcome to come and pick
up the girls, which he is entitled to
under the law. Deepa came to the
phone and informed him that he
should stay away. He should not ruin
their chances of getting an education,
as he has done with their older sister
in the past. It worked.

The father's accusation that we do not
send the girls home on holiday is
completely false. We try to send the
girls, who have the opportunity, home
to their village as often as possible to
give them an impression of what real

life is like outside our protective walls.
Some of the girls, however, refuse to
go home.

Vidhya, Gayatri, and Savitri

The three girls are not doing well at
the school. Savitri who is in 10th
grade has already once gone to 9th
grade, and the school doubts that she
will pass the 10th grade exam. She
has been allowed to take part in the
education, but will have to take the
exam as a private student, as the
school has a very good reputation
and will not have it destroyed. The
school has a very high pass statistic -
maybe this tactic is a contributing to
the fine statistics!

However, Brother Sebas-
tian is not happy with the
school, its teaching style
and, in his opinion, overly
strict discipline. We tried
another school for some of
the little girls, but the only |
thing they learned there
was to misbehave, so we
had to move them back
again - unfortunately the
consequence was that
they all had to retake the
year.

There was another school
opportunity at a significant-
ly better school where,
among other things, they
learn to speak English, but
since our girls have not
attended

get them in. The school wants the
girls to have a certain level of English
before starting in first grade, which
the girls do not have. In India, school-
ing starts at the age of 5, but since we
are not allowed to take children under
5 - only public orphanages - we do
not have the opportunity to let the
girls start in the kindergarten class at
this school and access is therefor,
closed - unfortunately.

The janitor's house

There is a need for an extension of
the watchman's house so that male
visitors - for example, drivers - do not
have to drive the 8 kilometres to a
nearby training centre to sleep. The
shed is currently only intended for
one person - the watchman - but cur-
rently two people are sleeping there,
the caretaker and a male chef. The
chef's wife sleeps in one of the hous-
es with the girls.

Photo Series

The picture series on pages 6 and 7
is taken under Ayudha Puja -
“Worship of Instruments”. Ayudha
Puja is a Hindu festival. As part of the
celebration, tools and utensils are
cleaned or polished, after which they
are lubricated with turmeric and san-
dalwood paste. The books in our
small library get new binding.

The pictures on pages 8 and 10 are
from the nearby village - Thiruvida-
kazhi. Thiruvidakazhi has approx.
2,500 inhabitants and approx. 600
households. It is from here the girls
start and end the bus trip.

kindergarten Hmm), look carefully - double Iock on the storage

class at school, we cannot room. 2 locks must be better than one :-)
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Top: In the morning, the girls help each other with "renovation" before going to school. Here it was transformed into a

play where the “help” was given by a blindfolded. It created a lot of laughing, but the "victim" was not entirely happy with
the result.

Bottom left: The finale of a traditional "Thappu" - drum dance. Often performed as part of a welcome ceremony.

Bottom right: Our girls are primarily Hindus, but we also have quit a few Christians (and a single Muslim). So even
though it is a Hindu festival, there must be something for the Christian girls as well. There must be room for everyone.
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Top: In the library all the books are taken out and everything is cleaned. The books where the binding is worn get new
binding.
Bottom: The bikes are brought out and cleaned and decorated with turmeric and sandalwood paste.
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All staff and girls are congregating for small Puja (ceremony). Things are decorated with turmeric and sandalwood
paste. This also applies to computers and cameras (the photographer had managed to hide his computer :-). Some of

the big girls were asked to give a small speech about a thing of their choice. At the bottom, Kaviya talks about a
"laugh". The photographer did not understand much of the speech, but Brother Sebastian was very impressed.
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Top: Downtown Thiruvidakazhi. The arch has just been painted. In the background 2 of the 4 downtown shops.

Bottom: At the river that runs through village there is a small gat. Here the locals wash their clothes and take baths.
The water is also used for irrigation of the paddy fields so water gates /locks are placed along the entire river. This
means that the water is completely stagnant. It is a mystery to the photographer how they g
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Top: The milkman drives from village to village and sellé milk - in "loose" weight. It is Hanne and Rami who attends
nursing school in the background.

Bottom: 6 of the college girls on their way to the bus. It is the photographer's favourite tree (Bougainvillea). In Denmark
it is a potted plant. Believe it or don't, it's not in full bloom — it is out of season.
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