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The current corona virus crises has hit 
the daily life of our girls. 
 
A little background 
India has introduced a 3-week lock-down 
and primary schools have been closed 
now for a month and high school, higher 
secondary school and colleges for 2 
weeks. 
 
As of now complete curfew is imposed 
on the people all over the country. It is an 
emergency situation where people are 
not allowed to come out of their houses 
except for buying medicines, vegetables 
and groceries only these provisions are 
only available in the morning hours and 
all other shops are closed. No public 
transportation is functioning. Police is 

deployed in all places and they arrest 
people if they come out unnecessarily. If 
people are identified with symptoms of 
corona virus, they are immediately quar-
antined and so are all those people who 
have been in contact with them. With 
regard to the time frame we are not very 
sure how long it will last but the govern-
ment curfew is declared up to 14th of 
April. 
 
We have in recent years enrolled our 10, 
11 and 12 grade girls in the hostel across 
the street from their school so they can 
spend more time studying instead of 
spending time on travel and domestic 
chores (and on play and sports – sadly 
enough). 
 

We, along with other 
orphanages, were 
ordered to send our 
girls home – whatev-
er that is. For us this 
means that we have 
sent the girls back to 
the village where 
they come from. The 
idea is that their rela-

Top: The total orphan 
senior girls. Still stay-
ing at Enable for Life 
 
Left: the washing 
area. This is usually 
full of screaming and 
laughing girls. Please 
see page 3. 
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tives will take care of 
them until we can take 
them back. 
 
Also the hostel was 
ordered to close imme-
diately without warning 
and the girls were told 
to leave.  
 
This crisis ultimately 
affects the poor very 
badly because their 
livelihood is lost as 
they cannot go to work 
and they cannot get 
their daily wage to sus-
tain their living. 
 
The current situation  
We have been asked 
to send home as much 
of the staff as possible. 
 
Many of our girls have no known rela-
tives so we cannot send them any-
where.  Due to shortage of staff we 
have send the youngest of them to 
one of SJDT’s other orphanages. The 
senior girls are remaining in Enable 
for Life. Normally we have over 100 
girls now we have only 10. 
 
Those remaining are kept inside our 
orphanages and they are not allowed 
to go out. We organize different 
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events such as gardening, games, 
book reading, storytelling, drawing, 
dancing, etc. 
 
Except for food deliveries and the 
“kitchen mom” no-one is allowed to 
enter our small village. A watchman is 
guarding the gate. 
 
The girls find it strange that the 
schools are closed without annual 

 

examination and without a date of 
reopening. 
 
We currently do not know what will 
happen to their exams. 
 
The by-yearly newsletter will be sent 
out later, but will not mention the 
covid-19 crises as it was written be-
fore the crises began to close down 
the world. 
 

 

The youngest of our total orphans with Brother Sebastian in the background. From Pudu Punal. 

Eating 2 meters apart – looks boring. Please see page 3. 
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Top: What the platform should look like. 
 
Bottom: This is what the washing area should look like. Photo Sugi Thiruchelvam 


