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Our older girls - a continued story  
 
In the latest newsletter, we talked 
about the particular challenges we 
face when our girls are growing up 
and need an education. Problems 
with their families, which we would 
never face in Denmark, but which are 
very much a reality in India, and they 
cannot be ignored. In this newsletter, 
we will tell you more about the chal-
lenges we face when the girls have 
finished school and have an educa-
tion - but where the family pulls them 
another way. But first are a few 
smaller stories.  
 
Bus  
For many years, our girls have been 
driven to school in two teams be-
cause the bus was not big enough. 

That meant the older girls were driv-
en first and had to wait 45 minutes in 
town before school began, and again 
45 minutes when the school ended 
because the little girls were driven 
home first. However, the company 
that drives for us has now bought a 
bus just for our use. It is parked in 
the nearby village when we do not 
use it and it is a big improvement as 
it gives the girls more time at home.  
 
Water – another continued story 
It rains less and less in more and 
more places in India. Lack of water is 
therefore a major problem. Out of the 
rainy season, the rice fields are dry-
ing out. This is a bad thing for the 
peasants who used to be able to har-
vest up to three times a year, and 
can now only harvest once.    

Top: On Visit to the 
local Murugan (Sun 
of Shiva) Temple. 
A local devotee 
tells stories about 
Murugan and his 
brother Ganesh 
(the elephant god). 
Both Hindus and 
Christians listen in-
depth.  
 
Left: The "new" 
bus, and yes, it is 
full of girls. 

Our older girls  
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We had a new well six months ago. 
There is still plenty of clean water 
here, but we are worried that it is also 
at risk of running out and the water is 
now starting to also contain sand. If 
there is no rainfall, our new well will 
also run out. Then again we will have 
to look at where we can find water. 
However, signs indicate that the most 
recent rainy season has yielded fairly 
reasonable amounts of water. 
 
Cleaning 
We place great emphasis on teaching 
girls about cleanliness. This applies to 
both to their own hygiene, e.g. brush-
ing teeth, but also cleaning their sur-
roundings. In India, there is not much 
knowledge about the importance of 
cleanliness, which, among other, re-
sults in the spread of diseases. 
 
In order to encourage the girls to 
keep their houses clean, checks on 
the houses are designed as contests 
for whose house is the cleanest.  
 
The girls get marks for the general 
cleanliness of the rooms, the cleanli-
ness of the toilet and bathroom, the 
warden's room and the windows. The 
girls get very enthusiastic about these 
competitions and it helps to increase 
the focus on cleaning.  
 
Special conditions in India can play a 
role in unexpected areas. We have a 
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continual problem with clogging in our 
sewers. This is especially because 
the girls throw their sanitary towels 
into the toilets. The girls have often 
been told that they should not do so, 
but it has not improved. We would like 
to put waste bins in the toilets for 
these sanitary items. But then there is 
the problem with who is going to emp-
ty those bins. In India, there is a ta-
boo associated with coming into con-
tact with another person’s sanitary 
products.  We are working on finding 
a solution, which will work. 
 

School 
We attach great importance 
to our girls learning English. 
As described in other news-
letters, the teaching in Eng-
lish is very poor in most 
schools in India. We have 
therefore moved more of our 
girls to a new school, "Hope" 
that we had great hopes for. 
At Hope, they have English 
from the first year they are 
there. Unfortunately, it does 
not look as promising as we 
originally hoped it would be. 
 
Brother Sebastian believes 
they learn too little and that 
the teachers are too relaxed. 
They do not really focus on 
the children, and they do not 
properly follow up on each 
individual child. For exam-
ple, teachers do not act if 
the children sit and sleep 
during a class. In addition, 

they do not go to school for 
a long time (based on what 
is normal timings in India). 
The girls leave at 9.00 and 
they are back at 15.00. 

 

In addition, the school is more expen-
sive than the regular local school. But 
the girls who have been able to study 
English are very proud of their new 
skills. 
 
Our older girls - a continuation 
Our girls must, as a rule, have an ed-
ucation so that they can look after 
themselves. A better education also 
usually means that the girls have few-
er children, which contributes to bet-
ter living conditions. We would there-
fore like them to have spent time at 
college or at a shorter education such 
as a nursing school. Educated wom-
en's children also tend to get better 
education than unskilled women do. 
 
We have a total of 18 girls who have 
finished 12th grade. Only one girl has 
finished 10th grade without her exam. 
This summer, five girls will finish 12th 
grade and next year, five more. There 
are 23 girls in the 9th grade. This 
means that in all probability we will 
have 15-20 girls in school or other 
educational settings. 
 
Brothers 
We have begun to gain experience 
with what happens to our older girls 
who have finished with the main-
stream school. 
 
We have repeatedly seen the family 
oppose that we give the girls a higher 
education. Many of the programs the 
girls are signed up to only last two 
years. Families would often not let 
them get a further education after 
these two years are up – but of 
course, we try to do something more 
as the benefits are so great. 
 
 

The girls have gradually learned that "the judges 
look in the corners”. Here, they have worked 
hard to make the fan clean. 

The excavated lake. The earth from here was used to raise the area where 
the houses were built. Otherwise, here would have been 2 meters of water. 5
-6 years ago, we were able to catch fish in this lake. 



The fact that the family opposes edu-
cation is often due to older brothers. 
 
In India – like for many other people 
in Asia – it is the family's most im-
portant task to get the girls married 
and they must get married before any 
brothers. It is simply socially unac-
ceptable that a brother gets married 
before a sister. The boys must there-
fore wait to marry until their sisters 
are married - in the small community, 
there is a great deal of criticism of a 
family where a brother has married 
before his sisters. 
 
Of course, the boys will not wait too 
long to get married. They are there-
fore starting add pressure in order to 
get the little sisters married. When our 
girls finish the 12th grade, they are 
typically 17-18 years old. If the broth-
er is 23, he may be persuaded to wait 
a couple of years, but not much long-
er. The situation is of course worse if 
he is older.  

At the same time, the older brothers 
have a lot of familial influence. These 
are the ones who have to take care of 
the parents when they are old, so the 
parents obviously listen to them. If the 
girls do not have parents, it is in prac-
tice the older brother who makes all 
decisions. 
 
Therefore, we are fighting a constant 
struggle to convince the families that 
our girls should get as much educa-
tion as possible before getting mar-
ried. Once they are married, the hus-
band often opposes the con-
tinuation of their education. 
 
Many of the girls who are 
soon going to college are 
completely orphaned with 
only distant relatives, so 
hopefully we will have fewer 
problems with the majority of 
them. 
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 Hostel for college girls 
It is a significant question where our 
college girls are going to live. The first 
girls who started were living at college 
when they were totally without any 
family. 
 
Today we have a single girl who lives 
in a government hostel paid by the 
state because she is low caste - Dalit. 
The Indian State has some seats 
available for young people belonging 
to the low castes (even though the 
caste system has been formally abol-
ished). Then we have a girl, Ganga, 
who lives with us while she goes to 
college because it is close to our little 
village. 
 
The rest of the girls have a family with 
whom they live, near the educational 
institution they go to. These girls are 
very fond of living with the family. 
When they come home from educa-
tion, they have to help in the house, 
care for the smaller children, etc. 
They do not have time to read and 
they have no free time when they can 
play sports, or to sit and talk to the 
girlfriends like they used to be able to 
do at Enable for Life. Boys funnily 
enough do not face the same obliga-
tions and restrictions.  
 
It is hard to understand but the girls 
actually think they have a lot of free-
dom in our little village. 

Dance show with some of the older girls 

Lakshmi, one of our academically gifted girls. 
She would like to be a nurse, but she is clever 
enough to become a doctor. 

Saranya 
Saranya is an example of the problem of education versus family. 
Saranya is an academically gifted girl. 
 
Saranya has an older brother who wants to get married soon. Initial-
ly, he did not want Saranya to have an education, but after some 
pressure, he went on to allow her 2-year nursing program (there are 
also a one and three years option). 
 
The brother said that it would be a waste of time and money for a 
longer education because she should get married as soon as possi-
ble. She would not have any benefit from her education, because 
her future husband would not allow her to work. 
 
We must, however, rejoice in the fact that after all she does get an 
education – which she will have for the rest of her life. 
 
Who knows, maybe after more negotiation, we can encourage some 
further education once the initial two years have passed ;-) 



Aditi - a sad story 
Aditi is one of our two girls who have 
married without our desire and 
knowledge. 
 
Aditi is certainly not happy and she 
strongly regrets that she chose to 
marry without our involvement. She is 
not able to get on with her new in-
laws, which is unfortunate when she 
lives with them in their home.  
 
The boy's family had always been 
against the marriage since Aditi is a 
poor girl, and has tried to persuade 
Aditi to get divorced and also appar-
ently to have an abortion. 
 
As a result, she is constantly arguing 
with her mother-in-law. The husband 
beats her, which is particularly bad as 
she is pregnant. She is deeply unhap-
py, and speaks almost every day to 
Devibala (one of our key female em-
ployees) and talks about her regrets. 
Devibala can do nothing but advise 
her and talk to her family and demand 
that the husband stops beating her. 
 
In the conversations with Devibala, 
she emphasizes each time that 
Devibala should tell the other girls 
what happened to her and to say that, 
under no circumstances must the oth-
er girls do what she did. 

 
 
 
 
 

Economically, the situation is also 
worrying. They lack money because 
the husband does not have an exam 
qualification and therefore has to take 
poorly paid work. 
 
But fortunately, Aditi is well-gifted - 
she graduated as an accountant. Not 
a long academic course, but one that 
is good enough for her to be able to 
look after herself. 
 
Devibala says that it will not be a 
problem for Aditi to get a job - even 
while she is pregnant. But unfortu-
nately the husband will not let her 
work again. 
 
If the worst thing should happen and 
she gets thrown out, she has her edu-
cation - nobody can take that away 
from her. Our focus on education can 
easily turn out to be her chance for 
another life. 
 
Aditi may come soon to visit us - with 
her child. She will talk to the older 
girls, and in strong terms discourage 
them from doing what she has done. 
"Mother, tell your children not to do 
what I have done" (House of the Ris-
ing Sun). 
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No, it's not a photo trick. Ridhi and 
Shidi are twins. It is possible to see a 
difference if you stand less than one 
meter away as one has a small scar 
above the left eye. They are con-
stantly smiling and happy. It is a 
great pleasure to be around them. 
And yes, they always want to wear 

Bottom: One of the many "works of 
art" that has been performed on the 
occasion of India's Independence 
Day. Yes, India is upside down. 
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Top and bottom: At the start when there were not so many girls (not enough to form teams) and since they had more 
domestic duties than they do today, the girls did not get enough exercise. This is not the case anymore. Here the girls 
play "Go-Go". You have to run and sprint a lot - all things go very well. A very fun game! 
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Top and bottom. The girls love competitions. We make many different competitions (so it's not the same who wins 
every time ;-) Here  it is a drawing competition. Sita in the blue clothes wins with a drawing of Gandhi. Her sister, in 
front of the right, becomes number 3 with a drawing of Ambedkar (the author of the India Constitution). 
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As a chef for the girls we have employed a married couple. Here is the man cutting cabbage. It is said: “Never trust a 
skinny cook”. However, this does not apply in this case. The food is (by Indian standards) excellent. The man is one of 
the most diligent men I have met. (the wife however is not :-). At night he sleeps outside the street with the guard. 

 

The fence around the ground has gradually gained some holes - not much, but enough for a goat to go through. We 
have a big nice plot with lots of trees and grass. The locals can therefore go for a morning walk with their goats past 
our foundation. Funnily enough, the goats will stay in the area. In addition, they are masters at finding the holes. The 
girls must therefore pick up the goats from around the ground daily (100,000 sqm). The goats are then tied to a tree so 
the local owner must come and pick up their goats in the evening. And yes, we must fix the fence. Today's catch was 
27 goats. Do not buy a goat! 
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Top: Fatima to the left is one of our two Muslim girls, and the oldest. She is "mother" of Bhavani and helps her here to 
fix her clothes. Every girl has a small box where they store all their belongings. Bhavani’s mother is mentally ill. Bha-
vani lived with the mother of a family where she worked as a housekeeper. One day, for some reason, the mother was 
angry at Bhavani, and then took her hand and stabbed it into an oven. 
 
Bottom left: Bhavani’s hand. Bottom Right: Bhavani - A happy but very quiet girl 
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Top and bottom: Shopping with 107 girls (tiring work!) The girls enter the shop in three teams - as always the young-
est go first. When they are finished, then come "middle" and so forth. Bottom: The youngest team has finished shop-
ping and are being invited to the store at the back of the business. They have never tried that before, so they felt very 
big and grown up. Due to all the shopping, we receive a 50% discount so a new dress will cost us DKK 15. 


